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Peaceful commerce from dividab'c fhorcs. 

But by degree ft and in authcntick place ? Sh. Tr.il. amlCreff. 

Inftructcd (hips (hall fail to quick commerce , 

• Bv which lemoceft regions are ally’d ; 

“Which makes one city of the . univerfe. 

Where fomc may gain, and all may be fupply’d. Dry den. 

Thde people had not any comma ce with the other known 
parts of the world Tillotfon. 

In any countr), that hath commerce with the reft of the 
world, it is almolt impoflible now to be without the ufe of 
filver coin. Locke. 

To Commence, v. n. [from the noun ] To hold intcrcourfe 
with. 

Come, but keep thy wonted ft ate, 

With even ftep and muling gait. 

And looks commercing with the Ikies, 

Thy rapt - foul fitting in thine eyes. Milton. 

Gommf/rcial. adj. [from commerce.] Relating to commerce 
or traffick. 

CCJMMERE. n.f [French ] A common mother. 

As peace fhould Hill her wheaten garland wear. 

And Hand a comm ere ’tween their amities. Sbakcfp. Hamlet. 

To CO M. MIGRATE, v.n. [con and n.igro, Latin.] To re- 
move in a bodv, or by confcnt, from one country to' 
another 

Commig r a't; ON. n.f [from commi crate ] A removal of a 
large body of people from one country to ^mother. 

Both the inhabitants of that and of our world loft all 
memorv of their immigration hence. Woodward') Nat. Hijl. 

CO MM IN A' I ION n.f. [comminatio, Latin.] 

1 . A threat ; a denunciation of ptinifhment, or of vengeance. 

Some parts of knowledge God has thought fit to fecludc 
from us, to fence them not only by precept and comminution , . 
biit with difficulty and impoflibilitics. Decay of Piety. 

2. The recital of God’s threatenings c 


•2. The recital of Goers threatenings on dated days. 

Com.Mi’n atoRY. adj. [from comminution ] Denunciatory; 
.threatening. 

To CommxS gle. v. a. [commifcco, Latin.] To mix into 
onemafs; to unite intimately ; to mix; to blend. 

Bleft are thofe, 

Whofc blood and judgment are fo well commingled , 

That thev arc not a pipe for fortune’s finger. 

To found what ftop fhe pleafe. Shakefpeare' s Hamlet. 

To Commi'ncle. v. n. To unite with another thing. 

Dilfolutions of gum tragacanth and oil of fweet almonds do 
not commingle , the oil remaining on the top ’till they be 
ftirred. ° Bacon s Pbyfical Rem. 

Comminu'ible. adj. [from comminute.] Frangible; reducible 
to powder ; fufceptiblc of pulverifation. 

The beft diamonds are comminuiblc without it ; and are fo 
far from breaking hammers, that they fubmit unto peftiUation, 
and refill not any ordinary peftlc. Browne's l/ugar Ei tours. 
To COfiM MINUTE, v. a. [comminuo, Latin.] Togrind; to 
pulverife ; to break into fmall parts. 

Parchment, fkins, and cloth drink in liquors, though them- 
felves be intire bodies, and not comminuted, as (and and allies. 

Bacon's Natural Hijtory, N . 8oo. 
Comminu/tion. n. f. [from comminute.'] T he act of grinding 

into fmall parts ; pulverifation. ..... . 

Caufcs of fixation are the even fpreading of the fpirits and 
tangible parts, the elofenefs of the tangible parts, and the 
jeiunenefs or extreme comminution of fpirits; of which the 
two firft may be joined with a nature liquefiable. La on. 

The jaw in men and animals furn idled with grinders, hath 
an oblique or tranfverfe motion, ncccfTary for comminution of 
the meal Ray on the Creation 

This fmiting of the ftecl with the flint dodi only make a 
comminution, and a very rapid whirling and melting ot lome 
particles ; but that idea of flame is wholly in us. Eent.ey. 
CoM.Mi'sERABtE. adj. [from commiferate.] \Vorthy of, com- 
panion : pitiable ; fuch as mull excite fympatliy or forrow. 

It is the finfullcll thine in the world to deftitutc a plantation 
once in forwardness : for, bcf.des the difhonour, it is the 
guiltinefs of blood of many commtjcrabie perfons. Bacon st.JJ. 
h "I bis was the end of this noble and comma ferable perion, 
Edward cldeft fon to die duke of Clarence. Bacon s Hen. VII. 
To COMMl'SERATE. v.a. [ con and mijcreor, Lat.] 1 o pity ; 
to look on with companion ; to compaflionatc. 

Then we mull thofe, who groan beneath the weight 
Of aec, difeafe, or want, commiferate. V 

We Ihould commiferate our mutual ignorance, and endea- 
vour to remove it. n-. 

Commiseration, n.f, [from commiferate.] Pity ; compal- 
fion; tendernefs, or concern for another s pains. 

Theft pour ftduccd creatures, whom i can neither (peak 
nor think of but with much commiferation and pity, twokei . 
Live, and hereafter fay 
A mad man’s mercy bade thee run away. 

I do defy thy commiferation, tv, 

And apprehend thee for a felon here. Shat. Rom. and June . 
God knows with how much commiferation , and felicitous 
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caution, 1 carried on that bufinefs, that I might neither en- 
courage the rebels, nor difeourage the Protellants. K. Charles. 
She ended weeping ; and her lovely plight 
Immoveable, ’till peace obtain'd from fault. 

Acknowledg’d and deplor’d, in Adam wrought 
Commiferation. Alilton s Paradife Lojl, b. x. 7.940. 

From you their eftate may expect effectual comfort, fincc 
there are none from whom it may not deftrve commiferation. 

Sprat s Sermons. 

No where fewer beggars appear to charm up commiferation , 
yet no where is there greater charity. Gratmt's Bills of Mart. 

I prevailed with mvfclf to go and fee him, partly out of 
commiferation , and partly out of curiofity. Swift. 

COMMISSARY, n.f. [ commiffarius , low Latin.] 

1. An officer made occafionally for a certain .purpoft; a dele- 
gate ; a deputy. 

2. It is a title of ccclcfiaftical jurifdiftion, appertaining to fueh 
as exercifes fpiritua! jurifdiftion (at lead fo far as his com- 
miflion permits) in places of the diocefe fo far diftant from 
the chief city, as the cl ancellor cannot call the fubjefts. Cowel. 

The comn.ijfaries of bifhops have authority oqjy in feme 
certain place of the diocefe, and in fomc certain caufcs of the 
jurifdiftion limited to them by thebilhop’s commiffion. Ayliffe. 

3. An officer who draws up lifts of the numbers of an army, 
and regulates the procuration and conveyance of provifion or 
ammunition. 

But is it thus youEnglifh bards compofe? 

With Rur.ick lays thus tag infipid profo ? 

And when you Ihould your heroes deeds rehcarfe. 

Give us a eommiffiry’s lift in verfe? Prior. 

Co'mmissarishjp. n.f. [from commiffary.] The office of a 
commiflary. 

A commijfarifhip is not grantable for life, fo as to bind the 
fuccceding biftiop, though it Ihould be confirmed by the dean 
and chapter. Ayliffe' s Parcrgon. 

COMMISSION, n.f. [commiffo, low Latin.] 

1. The aft of entrufting any thing. 

2. A truft; a warrant by which any truft is held, or authority 
cxercifcd. 

Commiffion is the warrant, or letters patent, that all men 
exercifing jurifdiftion, either ordinary or extraordinary, have 
for their power. Cowel, 

Omiffion to do what is neccffary, 

Seals a commiffon to a blank of danger. Sh.Troil. and Creff. 
The fubjefts grief 

Comes through commiffons, which compel from each 
The fixth part of his fubftancc, to be levied 
Without delay. Sbakefpcare's Henry VIII. 

He led our powers ; 

Bore the comniffion of my place and perfon ; 

The which immediacy may well ftand up, 

Ami call itfeif your brother. Sbaiefp. King Lear. 

He would have .them fully acquainted with tire nature and 
extent of their office, and fo he joins commiffion with inftruc- 
tion: by one he conveys power, by the other knowledge. South. 

3. A warrant by which a military officer is conftituted. 

Solynran, filled with the vain hope of the conqueft of Per- 
gave out hi s eomwijfioxs into all parts of his empire, for 
the raifing of a mighty army*. Knollei s Hi/!, of the 

I was made a colonel ; though I gained my commiffon by the 
horfe’s virtues, having leapt over a fix-bar gate. AddiJ. Freeh. 
He for his fon a gay commiffion buys. 

Who drinks, whores, fights, and in a duel dies. 1 ope. 

4. Charge; mandate; office; employment. 

It was both a flrange commiffion, and a ftrange obcd.ence to 
a commiffon, for men, in the rnidft of their own blood, and 
being fo furioully ailailcd, to hold their hands contrary to the 
laws of nature and ncccffity. Bacon's War with Spam. 

Such commiffon from above 
I have receiv’d, 10 anfwer thy defire 
Of knowledge within bounds : beyond, abftain 
To ;lfk- 0 Milton's Paradife Lojt. 

At his command the ftorms invade; 

The winds bv his commiffion blow; 

’Till with a nod he bids them ceafe. vr L a ‘ • 

He bore his great c:mmiff. on in his look; 

But fweetly temper’d awe, and foften d all ie po c. >y • 
c. Aft of committing a crime; perpetration. Sinsoi J- 

fion are diftinguiftied in theology from fins of omiffion. 

E,„, r &- =f to introduces mto ** toU *££1 


degree of hardnefs. ; „,i„. t her 

He indulges himfelf in the habit of known . , wheth 

common of femeihing which God hath ^b.dden,^^ 
omiffion of femething commanded. 6 

6. A number of people joined in a truft or o rcc. 

The ftate of that which is intrufted to a number J 

officers; as the bread Jeal was. put into eonmtff on. f or 

8. [In commerce ] The order by which a factor trade 

To Commission, v. a. [from commiffon.] To empower, to 
appoint. . The 
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The peace polluted thus, a chofen band 
He firft commiffons to the Latian land, 

,n threading cmbally. rr '***"' f 

CoMMJJSiONATE. v.a. [from commffion.] 


vii. /. 64?- 
'I’o com- 


Commi'tter 
commits. 

Such an one 


T he w* this fern by his father, to alio 

: 

CoMMi'ssriNER. n.f. [from commiffon] One included in a 

" ^h'conmiff^mrll one who hath commiffion, as taxm patents 
or other lawful warrant, to execute any puMick Cowel. 

One article they Hood upon, which 1 with y W conwnff oners 

b *Tl came into England, with ^m cove- 

"“ThrSbShopwas made one of the rew^r^of the 

Suppofe itinerarr commiffmers to lnlpeft, throughout : the 
kingdom, iiuo the conduct of men in office, with refpect to 
morals and religion as well as abilities. li: J • 

Like are their merits, like rewards they ih‘ irc > . 

That ihines a conful, this emmiffoner. Pope s Dunctad. 
CoMMi'ssur.Ei n. f. [commiffura, L-tin.J Jomt; a place where 

one part is joined to another. . . 

All theft inducements cannot countervail the inconvenience 
of disjointing the commiffnres with lo many Itrokes ot the 
^ ° Wottons Architecture. 

This animal is covered with a ftrong (hell, jointed like ar- 
mour hv four tranfverfe commiffura in the middle ut the bod), 
connected by tough membranes. Ray on the Creation. 

To COMMIT, v.a. [committc, Latin] 
l. To intrull; to give in truft; to put into the hands or 
another. 

It is not for your health thus to cmmit 
Your weak condition to the raw, cold morning. . Sbakcfp. 
They who arc defirous to commit to memory, might have 
cafe. 2 M ac. ii. z 5 . 

To put in any place to be kept fafe. 

Is my mufe controul’d 
By fervile awe ? Born free, and not be bold ! 

At lcaft I’ll dig a hole within the ground. 

And to the trufty earth commit the found. Dryd. Perf. Sat. 

. To fend to prifon ; toimprifon. 

Here comes the nobleman that committed the prince, for 
ftriking him about Bardolph. Shakefpeare s Henry IV. p. ii. 

They two were committed, at leall rellrained of their 
liberty. • Claf endon. 

So though my ankle flie has quitted, 

My heart continues iiill committed ; 

And, like a bail’d and main priz’d lover. 

Although at large, I am bound over. Hudibras, p ii. 
. To perpetrate ; to do a fault ; to be guilty of a crime. 

Keep thy word juftly ; fwearnot; commit not with man’s 
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COM 

n.f [from commit.] 'Perpetrator , 


he that 


makes a man not only » partaker o o.h=r 
men’s (ins, but a deliver of the whole mU to ton , 

"’e-Ik ] S Sle to be 


ad,, [from 


fo as to 

Com.vu'ttjhle. 

mitted^ 

Bciides the miftakes 


South. 

coin- 


the folary compute of 


committible in 

difcenT of chronology dilturbs his computes. 

” ’ Brrnu’i Vulgar Ermtrs, i. IV. »• 12- 

Lat.] To mingle; to blend ; 


To Commi'x. v. a. [content fceo, _ 

to mix ; to unite with things m one reals. 

A dram of gold, diffolvcd in aqua regia, 

b - • ' ; ed, gave a great colour, 


Shakefpeare' s King Lear. 


with 


Letters out of Ulfter gave him notice of ihe inhumane mur- 
ders committed there upon a multitude of the Protellants. Claren. 

A creeping young fellow committed matrimony with a brilk 
gamefome lafs. L'Ejlrange. 

’Tis policy 

For fon and father to take different fides ; 

Then lands and tenements commit no treafon. Dryden. 
Commi tment n.J. [from commit.] Aft of fending to pri- 
fon ; imprifonment. 

It did not appear by any new examinations or commitments, 

. that any other perfon of quality was difeovered or appeachcd. 

Bacons Henry VII. 

They were g!a;[ to compound for his bare commitment to the 
'lower, whence lie was within few days enlarged. Clarendon. 

I have been confidering, ever fincc my commitment, what it 
might be proper to deliver upon this occafion. Swift. 

1. An order for fending to prifon. 

Commi'ttee. n f [from commit.] 

Thofe to whom the confideration or ordering of any mat- 
ter is referred, either by fomc court to whom it belongs, or 
by confcnt of parties. As in parliament, after a bill is read, 
it is either agreed to and palled, or not agreed to ; or neither 
of theft, but referred to the confideration of fome appointed 
by the houfe, to examine it farther, who thereupon are called 
a committee. Cowel. 

Mancheftcr had orders to march thither, having a commit tee 
of the parliament with him, as there was another committee of 
the Scottifh parliament always in that army; there being alio 
now a committee of both kingdoms refiding at London, for the 
carrying on the war Clarendon. 

All corners were filled with covenanters, confufion, com- 
mittee men, and foldiers, ferving each other to their ends of 
revenge, or power, or profit ; and thefe committee men and 
loldiers were poiicft with this covenant. Walton , 


a dram of 

Conner in aqua Srtis commixed, gave a g.*- - — f" fr™”' 

ThL wrl.cu again!! the fpontoncoun 

i-th. d„u Jsi or, un [he earth, « of « - 

‘ “ smanifeft by this experiment, that the r mmix'J impret- 
fions of all the colours tlo Itir up and beget a talutwn 
wb* IC > that is, that whitened « compoundrfrf^ 

ComTSmos. n.f. [from tmmx.] Mixture; incorpdtatioit 

of different ingredients. . . 

Were thy commixion Greek and Trojan, lo 
That thou could’il fay, this hand is Grecian all. 

And this is Trojan. Sbakefpcare’s Troths and Creffda. 

Commi'xtion. n.f. [from commix.] Mixture; incorporation; 
union of various fubftances in one mafs. 

Some fpecies there be of middle and partic.pat.ng natures, 
that is, of birds and beads, as batts, and lome few others, 
fo confirmed and fet together, that we cannot define the bc- 
gtnning or end of either ; there being a tommixtton ot both in 
The whole, rather than adapation or cement of the one unto 
the other. Browns Vulgar Err ours, b. in. 

Commixture, n.f. [from commix.] . . 

The aft of mingling; the ftate of being mingled) incorpo- 
ration ; union in one mafs. 

In the commixture of anv thing that is more oily or fweet, 
fuch bodies are leall apt to'putrefy, the air working little upon 
t hcm. Bacons Natural Hi/lory , N y . 350* 

2. The mafs formed by mingling different things; compofition ; 
compound. 

Fair ladies, mafk’d, arc rofes in the bud ; 

Or angels veil’d in clouds : are rofes blown, 

Difmalk’d, their damafk fweet commixture Ihewn. Shakcfp. 

My love and fear giew’d many friends to thee ; 

And now I fall, thy tough commixtures melt. 

Impairing Henry, ftrength’ning mifproud York. Sbaiefp. 
There is fcarcely any rifing but by a commixture of good and 
evil arts. Bacon, Effay 15. 

All the circumftanccs and refpeft of religion and ftate inter- 
mixed together in their commixture, will better become a royal 
hiftory, or a council-table, than a fingle life. IKotton. 

Commo'de. n.f [French.] The head-drefs of women. 

Let them reflect how they would be affefted, fhould they 
meet with a man on horfcback, in his breeches and jack-boots, 
dreifed up in a commode and a nightrail. Speclat. N“. 435. 

She has contrived to fhew her principles by the fetting of 
her commode ; fo that it will be impoflible for any woman that 
is difaffefted to be in the fafhion. Addifon s Freeholder 4 N\ 8. 
She, like feme penfive ftatefman, walks demure. 

And fmiles, and hugs, to make deftruftion fore ; 

Or under high commodes , with looks ereft, 

Barefac’d devours, in gauJy colours deck’d. Granville. 
COMMO'DIOUS. adj. [commodus, Latin.] 

1. Convenient; fuitablc ; accommodate to any purpofc; fit; 
proper; free from hindrance or unealinefs. 

Such a place cannot be commodious to live in ; for being fo 
near the moon, it lud been too near the fun. Raleigh's Hijl. 
To that recefs, commodious for lurprize. 

When purple light fhall next fuffufe the Ikies, 

With me repair. Pope's Odyff. b. iv. 7. 550. 

2. Ufeful ; foited to wants or neceflitics. 

If they think we ought to prove the ceremonies commodious, 
they do greatly deceive thcmfolvcs. Hooker, b. iv. feel. 4. 

Bacchus was grown a proper young man. had found out 
the making of wine, and many things elfc commodious for 
mankind. Raleigh's Hijlory of the World, b. i. c. 6. f 5. 
The gods have done their part, 

By fending this commodious plague. Dryden' s Oedipus. 

Maro’s mufe. 

Thrice facred mufe, commodious precepts gives, 

Inftruftive to the fwains. Phillips. 

Commo'diously. adv. [from commodious.] 

1. Conveniently. 

At the large foot of an old hollow tree, 

In a deep cave foated commedioitfly. 

There dwelt a good fubftandal country moufe. Cawley. 

2. Without diltrefs. 

We need not fear 

To pafs commodioufly this life, fuftain’d 
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